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Title: Light of the Gospel
1. I want to play this commercial for you from Becel, a Canadian manufacturer of heart healthy margarine. (2:04). I actually received this YouTube link back in November and when I was looking over this text for today, especially verse 4, I couldn’t help but think of this video. Paul says, “In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” Now before I begin I want to be clear; Paul is talking about the blindness of unbelievers. That it is those who do not believe in Christ that ultimately have a veil pulled over their eyes—unable to see the light of the Gospel which is Christ Jesus our Lord. So it is important that we understand right off the bat that he is not talking here about believers in Christ—meaning you and me. But as I read this and watched that video again, I couldn’t help but apply this text to my own life as a believer and hopefully enable you to do the same. 

2. Because, how often are we, like those people in that video, blinded by the circumstances we find ourselves in or distracted from seeing clearly because we are so focused on the situation at hand or enamored by the desires of this world; keeping us not only from observing the obvious, but also from perceiving God’s glory manifesting itself around us 24/7?  Two weeks ago I was on a spiritual retreat in Scottsdale, AZ at a Franciscan Retreat Center. It was part of the Pastoral Leadership Training I’ve been involved with going on the second year of four. The last morning we were there we were allowed to sleep in, but there were four guys that said they were going to get up early and climb a small mountain near the retreat center to see the sunrise (picture). They asked me if I would go but because I went up the previous morning to witness a cloud-obscured sunrise, I wasn’t all that enthusiastic about getting up early another morning, especially when we could sleep in. Well when the morning came, it was about 5:30AM, I was wide awake and I tossed and turned and tried to fall back asleep but just couldn’t so I decided to get dressed and go. When we got to the top, there was hardly a cloud in the sky and I snapped these shots of the sunrise. I mean the pictures really don’t do it justice. It was gorgeous! And to think I would have missed it.
3. Now this is a small example, but it got me thinking how often do we fail to see God’s glory or workings around us when our hearts and minds so engrossed on the cares and concerns of this life. I mean it could be anything that demands our concentration! It could be finances, jobs, school, sickness, relationship issues, business, media outlets, addictions, lusts, etc., etc. All those things that hold our attention and devotion, keeping us so centered and absorbed that we notice nothing else around us. I mean it happens a lot. When we carry burdens, anxiousness and worry around in our hearts and minds they often become all we focus on and can literally blind us to what is happening around us; consequently causing us to miss what God is doing not only in our own lives and in His creation around us but also in what He is doing in the lives of the people that are standing right next to us. The wonderful yet frustrating part about this is that God has so many blessings He wants to share with us each and every day; He has so many ways that He wants to use us for His glory, but we walk right by them or miss them completely because we are so fixated on our own circumstances, situations or desires. Blinded, if you will, to the light of His love that He desires for us to embrace. “The light of the gospel of the glory of Christ” as Paul says. 
4. You know, it’s almost bothersome that we as Christians allow life to blind us causing us to miss His glory revealing itself often right in front of our eyes. Because God is an active God and He is constantly operating in and around your life and mine. And it is His desire and passionate hope that we become aware of His endeavors. I mean, it’s why Jesus spent so much time trying to convince them and us to give Him our worries, give Him our concerns, give Him our anxious moments. To not worry about tomorrow, fret or be anxious about things you cannot control, let Him carry those for you. Because He wants us to see there is so much more God wants to do through our lives. He doesn’t want us walking around blinded by worries and concerns, circumstances and desires; unable to see His blessings and activities around us. 

5. And so how do we “un-blind” ourselves and begin to see God working in and around our lives each and every day? Well the answer is relatively simple; almost as straightforward as walking up the stairs when the escalator breaks down. Paul says in verse 6, “For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts…” You see, it’s God and His Spirit who makes the gospel come alive and allows our eyes to see more of Him working in the world around us. All we do is simply believe and avail ourselves to it. I don’t know why but for whatever reason God has elected to reveal Himself through the means of His gospel; His Word, The Lord’s Supper and Holy Baptism. These are the primary ways in which God reveals the light of His gospel, the light of His glory. 
6. And what is so extraordinary and wonderful about our Lord is that when His children, you and me, partake of these means by which He does reveal Himself, He uses them to mold and transform our hearts. You can’t come to corporate worship consistently, making it a priority in your life, and not see change happen in your heart. You can’t spend regular time in His Word and in devotion and prayer and not see a transformation happen in your life. You can’t do it because that is the power of His gospel. When given the opportunity it changes us. I challenge anyone of you to prove me wrong because you won’t be able to. Jesus Christ came to this earth to become one of us and die the death we deserved, carrying all of our sins to the cross, rising on the third day to enable all who believe in Him to become His children and be used by Him for His glory. You see, that’s the light of the gospel. He has so much He wants to show us every day of our lives. He has so much He wants to accomplish through us. We, as Christians, simply must put ourselves in a position to let Him do that. And not be so blinded by the concerns and temptations of this world.
7. And you see as He transforms our hearts and minds, our eyes begin to open seeing the world around us differently. Those circumstances and situations, those worries and anxieties, those temptations and desires that often dominate our focus become less central and burdensome. And we not only feel the light of His love dwelling in us more fully, but that light then starts to shine out through us into the world of those who, as Paul writes about, are blinded to Christ’s gospel love.

8. This is Transfiguration Weekend and the thing that strikes me about this account in the Gospel is that if Peter would have been able to stay on that mountain like he wanted, look at all he would have missed of Christ’s manifested glory displayed through him. If you find that your attention and concentration is primarily centered on you, your circumstances, situations and desires, let the light of His gospel redirect your focus. Set a priority of spending time in His Word, devotion and prayer and come here regularly to receive His forgiveness and love. I just know that if you avail yourself to His working, your eyes will see things that they may have missed before and His light will surely shine through you for others to see. In Jesus Name. Amen. 
